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Three species of Aproida Pascoe comprise the Aproidini, a tribe restricted to Australia. The
third species is described herein as new. All three are keyed and illustrated.
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The Aproidini is a small tribe of Hispinae com-
prising only one genus, Aproida Pascoe, 1863,
which is restricted to northeastern Australia. A
third species is now added to Aproida. Material
for this study was obtained from the following
sources: AMSA = Australian Museum, Sydney;
ANIC = Australian National Insect Collection,
CSIRO, Canberra; BPBM = Bishop Museum,
Honolulu; NSWA = Biological and Chemical
Research Institute, Rydalmere; QMBA =
Queensland Museum, Brisbane; SAMA = South
Australian Museum, Adelaide; JS = Josef
Sedlacek, Brookfield.

Measurements of body length and breadth are
rounded to the nearest 0.5 mm; other measure-
ments are taken to the nearest 0.01 mm.

Aproidini Weise, 1911

Body form somewhat navicular, narrowed
anteriorly and posteriorly. Head elongate; front
vertical, concave or flattened between antennal
insertions; antennal base placed a short distance
above mouth, lower part of antennal base with
short vertical keel; genal margin of mouth
produced as a keel; eye finely facetted. Prothorax
without lateral margins and lacking lateral spines;
anterior angle with associated pore and seta;
posterior angle lacking pore and seta. Elytron with
short postscutellar puncture row present, though
not always conspicuous; discal puncture rows
basically regular but tending to become irregular
to confused; elytral apex acute, spined.

The usual body plan in Hispinae tends to be
depressed, though the form can range from
elongate to stout. Even the linear, more or less
cylindrical Eurispini have the abdomen distinctly
depressed. The two flighted species of Aproida
depart from this plan in a slightly compressed,
deep body, even though the dorsal surface is
flattened along the elytra. This unusual form is
best seen in lateral view and it perhaps bears a

resemblance to certain Orthoptera. The brachyp-
terous species, A. cribrata Lea, is shallower in the
body and has the elytra more convex dorsally.

Weise (1911) based the tribe on the then unique
Aproida balyi Pascoe. On the basis of tribal keys
by Weise (1911) and Wiirmli (1975), the Aproidini
and Anisoderini appear to be the most closely
related, but further studies are needed to tell
whether they actually are. They are separable on
eye facetting, with the former having fine facets
with a nearly smooth eye surface and the latter
having coarse, swollen facets forming a bumpy
surface. The Anisoderini is Oriental and contains
three genera with about 75 species, but it does not
reach Australia. Weise (1911) provided no special
discussion on the affinities of A preida, other than
indicating a similarity in the form of the head and
thorax to Exothispa from Africa. The latter rep-
resents the Exothispini, and it appears distant from
the Aproidini, as it falls with the tribes lacking the
short postscutellar elytral puncture row. Aproida
has this short puncture row, though it is sometimes
practically obliterated by irregular adjacent
punctures and swollen interspaces. Wiarmli (1975)
mentioned that the affinities of Aproida were
unclear, and added that its looks were most similar
to the Australian Eurispa. The Eurispini is mainly
Australian-based, with the bulk of the species in
Eurispa from Australia and New Guinea. Each of
the remaining two eurispine genera contains one
species, with Leucispa in Australia and Squamispa
in India. The conformation of the head in A proida
and Eurispa indicates some distance between the
two tribes. In the former the front of the head is
vertical and the antennal bases are prominent and
close to the mouth, but in the latter the front is
deflected and the antennal bases are distant from
the mouth. Each group has its characteristic facies,
even though both (excluding the Indian
Squamispa) have each elytron with an acute apex
- the aproidines are much stouter with some
compression to the body and the eurispines are
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3.0 mm; head breadth 1.42 mm; eye 0.66 x 0.48
mm,; interocular space (above) 0,76 mm; gena 0.28
mm; interantennal space 0.34 mm; antennal socket
breadth 0.23 mm; antennal segment lengths (1/
100s mm): 36 :32:58:48:48:36:30:26:28:
28 : 44; head + pronotal length 2.74 mm; pronotal
length {(mid) 1.38 mm; pronotal breadth (apex)
1.50 mm pronotal breadth (base) 2.10 mm elytral
length 6.39 mm.

AtrLotypg; Female. Nearly identical to
holotype. Antennal segments 1-5 pitchy fuscous
instead of black, 5-9 dull fuscous instead of black.

Measurements: Body length 9.15 mm; breadth
3.40 mm; head breadth 1.44 mm; eye 0.62 x 0.44
mm; interocular space (above) 0.76 mm; gena 0.28
mm; interantennal space 0,34 mm; antennal socket
breadth 0.22 mm; antennal segment lengths (1/
100s mm): 36: 32: 56 : 48 :48 : 40:30:26:26:
28 : 44; head + pronotal length 2.65 mm; pronotal
length (mid) 1.38 mm; pronotal breadth (apex)
1.56 mm; pronotal breadth (base) 2.06 mm; elytral
length 6.64 mm,

REMARKS

The general facies and size of the new species
show a greater resemblance to Aproida balyi than
to A. cribrata. See key for differences.

The new species is dedicated to Geoff B.
Monteith of QMBA, collector of the specimens.
Dr Monteith said that the specimens were knocked
down after applying a pyrethrum spray in low
dense moss forest at the summit of Thornton
Peak. He mentioned that he had searched for
possible plant hosts without finding any. The exact
site was again visited in September 1984 and the
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same collecting techniques were applied, but no
Aproida were found (pers. comm.),
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